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Is there a language requirement for graduation?
All students entering in the fall of 2013 are required to complete coursework for any two foreign language-based courses prior to the fall of their senior year. Students can meet this requirement by completing two sequential semester-long courses in one language, either at the elementary level or at the intermediate level. A student who is prepared for advanced work may complete the requirement instead with two advanced level courses. This is a change from previous years, when native speakers of a language could “test out” of the requirement. If multilingual or non-native speakers of English decide not to begin a third (or fourth, etc.) language of study, she may instead satisfy the language requirement by taking two classes in English Literature (usually at the intermediate 200 level). 

What languages does Bryn Mawr College offer? As a major? As a minor? 
Bryn Mawr students can complete the language requirement for graduation by completing coursework in any of the following languages: Arabic, Spanish, French, German, Italian, Latin, Greek, Russian, Hebrew, Japanese, and Mandarin. 
The departments of Spanish, French, German, and Italian offer both major and minor programs. Typically in these departments, major credit is not awarded for introductory or intermediate language classes. Instead, students complete a major with courses in literature, history, and culture taught in the foreign language. 
Russian at Bryn Mawr is an interdisciplinary major or minor program focused on developing fundamental proficiency with the language, in addition to providing a stage for critical analysis of Russian literature, history, and culture. Some of these courses are taught in translation.
Latin and Greek can be pursued as major or minor programs on their own, or as part of the larger Classical Culture and Society program.
Students may minor in Japanese or Mandarin through the department of East Asian Studies. 
Hebrew is offered through the Hebrew and Judaic Studies program at Bryn Mawr or the Religion department at Haverford College. Arabic is offered with Tri-College cooperation through the intermediate level.
Students seeking advanced instruction for non-major languages are permitted to take courses at the University of Pennsylvania through our Quaker Consortium. Through this partnership, students can also take courses in languages not offered within the Tri-College community, such as Urdu, Turkish, and Portuguese. 

Does Bryn Mawr College have a study abroad program? What countries? Are there programs offered for non-language majors?
Students seeking to spend a semester or a year studying in a foreign country can choose an approved program from our ever-growing list. Any student in good academic standing, regardless of major, may apply to study abroad. At present, we have approved programs in six of the seven continents. You can explore the full list of approved programs by following this link:
http://www.brynmawr.edu/oip/documents/ApprovedProgramsbyregion_000.pdf

If one of our students has questions about the language program at Bryn Mawr College should he/she contact the language department or the admissions office?
In the early stages of exploration (pre-application, generally speaking), we strongly encourage all queries about the college to come through the Admissions Office (admissions@brynmawr.edu). With that said, if a student is very serious about studying a particular language at Bryn Mawr, she may reach out to the department directly with her questions.
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